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Silver City’s Mexico Mission Team poses in
front of the house built last Spring break.

It’s Just What Christians Do . . .

2007 has flown by. This year at Silver City we
have continued to stress the importance of hard work and
growing closer to the Lord through service. During a
school break in November, three adults and nineteen
youths from Silver City were able to participate in a spe-
cial service project for some very special people. The
Byrd family, caretakers at Camp Caudle for the last sev-
eral years, is retiring to Sogohatchia. Our group, with a
little help—actually a lot of help—from a retired carpen-
ter, framed out a 1,750 square foot home in just three
days. It was so amazing for us amateurs to start out with
a concrete slab on Thursday morning and end up with a
large house in the dry by Saturday night.

Last March, we completed our seventh annual
trip to Mexico doing construction projects for the poor.
This year our group of twenty-nine built a 450 square
foot home for a young family. The work was as hard as
ever, but the ease at which this diverse group has learned
to work together made the days pass very quickly. 1 can-
not describe the incredible difference in the anxiety level
of taking a group to Mexico from the first time we did it
seven years ago. Certainly experience has a role, but
there is also a vast difference in perspective. | used to
think that getting kids from our neighborhood to accom-
plish “great things for God” was a miracle. | gave my-
self a good deal of credit for leading such endeavors
(Shame on me.). | am convicted that this attitude dem-
onstrated my lack of faith in God to work through people
who have been changed by coming to know Him. There

was also a great deal of temptation to pat myself and our | ° -

entire group on the back for the “great things we were
doing for others.”

In the past, our devotionals at the end of a serv-

ing trip tended to be both celebrations and huge sighs of ™ o

relief. As time has passed, and especially this year, ac-
complishing a large task has become anti-climatic, yet
even more fulfilling. This year both teens and adults
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have expressed joy in being able to bless others, follow
Jesus’ example, and grow closer as a family of God.

I’ve begun to use the phrase, “It’s just what
Christians do. . .” It’s not a big deal to travel a few miles
or a few hundred miles to help those in need. It’s just
what Christians do. We don’t congratulate ourselves for
making sacrifices for God and others. It’s just what
Christians do. Growing closer as a family of God is a
natural occurrence when His people work side by side.
It’s just what Christians do.

The Lord has truly blessed us with a great work
here at Silver City. Your prayers, gifts, and volunteer
time are appreciated more than you know. May the Lord
bless us all with another great year in 2008.
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Tuesday January 8th @ 6 p.m.
At The Gardner Methodist Church
1723 Schaer Street in North Little Rock.

An evening of appreciation for those who
are currently serving in this great work as well as a
chance for those who would like to learn more
about the program to do so. We need more volun-
teers.

If you are interested, you may reach Greg
Sublett via the web site address or the phone
number listed below.

Visit us online @
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Thirteen year-old
_ Chris Jones
building walls at
the Byrd’s House.
Please lift Chris
up in your
prayers. His
mother died tragi-
| cally the Tuesday
before Thanks-
giving.
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Introducing Jackson
Brent Ruple, born October
24th to Brent and April
Ruple (a marriage that
resulted from Silver City’s
thriving singles program).

Silver City Church News

Longtime member
Jesse Stacy and Les-
lie Nipper were mar-
ried on June 30th at
Camp Caudle where
they met four years
ago when Leslie was

serving Silver City on
a Spring Break Cam-
paign. Leslie teaches
_school in the inner
Lttt [ % city of North Little
l!;’_‘u‘#} = Rock while Jesse is
‘i\p finishing up his final
three semesters as a
| Bible Major at Hard-
*ing University.

In a truly special moment, Antonio
Hutchison (a junior at North Little
Rock High) baptizes his cousin,
Justin Taylor at Camp Caudle. An-
tonio hopes to one day serve as a

A preacher (right) drives a tractor at
our mentoring program’s Fall Hayride

minister. contemplating the fact that he may
have missed his calling. We are men-

Cecelia toring 45 young people this year—each
Booth and with an adult volunteer that meets with
Darnesha at them weekly to study the Bible and
our Mother’s discuss important issues of life.
Day Out
program. Ladoris Williams with a
\I/\Eiz aWV;’r']n: young lady in Honduras.

' : Last Summer Beth Brooks
The moms led a team of seven from
get a break, Silver City on our first truly
the girls international mission trip.
learn to work Ladoris, the first graduate
ar_ld read from our mentoring pro-
with young- gram to graduate from col-
sters, and the lege (Harding) is in prayer
youngsters about returning to Hondu-

get an oppor-

tunity to be loved and read aloud to—the latter of whichis ~ Demerren loves
a crucial developmental aid that is quite rare to most of Mother’s Day Out
the kids we serve.

ras to serve as a caseworker
in a Christian School.
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